Message from Founder of Second Genesis

Upon the Occasion of his Retirement from Second Genesis

December 31, 2008 marked the completion of the most meaningful 40 year journey of my professional life with Second Genesis. I chose that symbolic date as an appropriate time to retire from Second Genesis and turn its leadership over to another.

During the past 40 years, a day had not passed without some evidencing opportunity to understand the importance of Second Genesis’ mission. A day did not go by without my having been able to appreciate the mutuality of purpose (and the richness of achievement resultant therefrom) that emanated from helping someone restructure one’s life previously shortened by drugs/alcohol. Truly, Second Genesis (for everyone who had participated in ay portion of that journey) had proved that one cannot help another to achieve without sharing the profound bliss of another’s achievement.

Second Genesis’ success over the ears is the by-product of a dedicated and hardworking staff (i.e., those rendering the services), the incredible and devoted Board of Directors (i.e., those providing the governance and support) and a caring and generous community (i.e., the stakeholders who ensured the successful continuance of Second Genesis). 

Among the most significant companion of the successful journey was the amazing Dr. Alan Rochlin, the consummate professional and leader who was with me from the beginning. In great part, the achievements of Second Genesis are a reflection of the shadow of this great man.

The personal contact with each and every resident was, for me, a personally and rewarding experience. It provided the occasion to convey the message: “There is hope; there is help.” It offered one of many opportunities for the residents realizing their good fortune; that Second Genesis provided a place where they would be held accountable for their previous drug related or drug induced past behavior – a place in which they could modify that behavior, in the process. Second Genesis provided a venue to establish a strong bonding between the recipients of Second Genesis’ life saving effort with those responsible for providing it.

Before departing Second Genesis, I felt the most important legacy I could provide was a written synopsis of all that was learned and experienced over the first 40 years. Attempting to reduce the events over 40 years into a few pages was a formidable task – although I felt an important one.  That opus magnum was the result of many hours of introspection, retrospection and analytic processing. It was more than a cathartic exercise; it was an attempt to provide an opportunity to learn as much from inadvertent mistakes made (and hopefully corrected) than from successes (pleasurably enjoyed). Reviewing past experiences and profiting from lessons learned is essential in the strategic planning for “Second Genesis’ second genesis” aptly named by the illustrious Chairman of the Board, Bob Carlstrom, 

The intensity of emotional feeling I experience upon leaving Second Genesis is directly proportional to the enormity of joy and satisfaction the 40 year experience had provided for me.

My 40 year journey at Second Genesis has been THE MOST PERSONALLY GRATIFYING AND PROFESSIONALLY SATISFYING EXPERIENCE I HAVE EVERY KNOWN.

God bless all of you. Please accept the enormous gratitude I have for the Honor of your association and support over the many years that gratitude is more easily experienced than defined. Any attempt to describe it would only serve to diminish its magnitude.

THANK YOU FOR SHARING THE JOURNEY WITH ME!

